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on each side with tall cypress-trees. This first view of the Taj is most
striking. Like a mountain of white marble, it rises mysteriously above the
sombre and luxuriant vegetation of the garden.

The terrace of pink sandstone on which the Taj stands is 960 feet in length
and 330 in width; and one end of it is bathed by the Jumna, while the other is
unly a few feet above the level of the garden. A magnificent platform of white
marble is erected in the centre of this terrace, measuring 15 feet in height and

PRINCIPAL ENTRANCE OP THE TAJ OABDENS, AT AGKA.

285 feet on every side, which forms a pedestal for the mausoleum; and at each
corner of the platform is a marble minaret, upon which rests a light cupola, about
150 feet from the ground.

The mausoleum itself is constructed like an irregular octagon, the longest
sides of which measure 120 feet; and it has a terraced roof with four pavilions
placed at the corners, and a magnificent dome in the centre. Each facade is
pierced with a high Saracenic gate, flanked on either side by two rows of niches,
are the proportions and the plan of the Taj, and they may be equally